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COUNCIL RECOMMENDATION

On ergonomics at the work place

THE COUNCIL OF THE EUROPEAN UNION

HEREBY RECOMMENDS THAT THE MEMBER STATES:

1. without prejudice to existing national laws or regulations, develop and/or strengthen legislative measures and strategies to minimise the exposure to risk factors originated by poor ergonomic conditions at the work place;  
2. take into account, in developing and/or strengthening those legislative measures and strategies, the annexed indicative list of relevant risk factors; 

3. ensure the effectiveness of those measures and strategies by providing adequate instruments and resources to implement and enforce them; 

4. cooperate closely among themselves and with the social partners and the Commission, via the Advisory Committee on Safety and Health at Work, on a coherent framework of definitions, benchmarks and indicators for the implementation of this Recommendation;
5. monitor and evaluate the effectiveness of legislative and other actions taken in response to this Recommendation using the above-mentioned indicators;
6. within five years following the adoption of this Recommendation, provide the Commission with an official report on the measures taken in response to this Recommendation and the results of their monitoring and evaluation;

7. in the framework of the above mentioned report, express their view on the need for further EU level initiatives, their nature and their potential content;
HEREBY INVITES THE COMMISSION TO:

1. report on the implementation, functioning and impacts of the proposed measures, on the basis of the information provided by Member States;
2. in the framework of the above mentioned report, analyse the need for potential new EU level initiatives, their nature and their content.
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